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DEVOTED TO THE STUDY OF OUR NATIVE BIRDS. ——— 


THE BURGOMASTER GULL.* 
BY CELIA THAXTER. 


Tat old-wives sit on the heaving brine, 
White-breasted in the sun. 

Preening and smoothing their feathers fine, 
And scolding every one. 


The snowy kittiwakes overhead , 
With beautiful beaks of gold. 

And wings of delicate grav outspread, 
Float listening while they scold. 


And « foolish guillemot, swimming bv, 
Though heavy and clnmsy and dull. 

Joins in with a will when he hears their cry 
*Gainst the Burgomaster Gull. 


3 8 a 7 * 


The black duck gather. with plumes so rich, 
And the coots in twinkIng lines; - 
And the swift and slender water-witcl , 
hose neck like silver shines. 


Big eider ducks, with their caps pale green 
And their salmon colored vests: 

And gav mergansers, sailing hetween, 
With their long and glittering crests, 


But the loon aloof on the outer edge 
Of the noisy meeting keeps, 

And laughs to watch them behind the ledge 
Where the lazy breakers sweep. 


They scream and wheel. and dive and fret. 
And flutter in the foam; 

And fish and mussels blue they get 
To feed their young at home: 


Till, hurrving in. the little ank 
Brings tidings that henumhs, 

And stops at once their clamarons talk,— 
“The Burgomaster comes !”? 


And up he sails! a splendid sight, 
With ‘wings like banners” wide, 
And eager eyes, both big and bright, 

That peer on every side. 


_ Alovely kittiwake flying past, 

With aslippery pollock tine, 

Quoth the Burgomaster, ** Not so fast, 
My beauty! This is mine!’’ 


His strong wing strikes with a dizzying shock; 
Poor kittiwake.shricking, flies; 

His booty he takes to the nearest rock, 
To devour it at his ease. 


The scared birds scatter to left and right, 
But the bold buccaneer. in his glee. 
Cares little enough fortheir woe and theirfright 
“°Twill be your turn next!’ cries he. 


He sees not hidden behind the rock, 
In the sea-weed & small yvat’s hull, 


Nor dreamshe the gunners have spared the 
For the Burgomaster Gull. [flock 
So proudly his dusky wings are spread, 
nd he Jaunches out on the breeze,— 
When Jo! what thunder of wrath and dread! 
Whatdeadly pangs are these! 


The red blood drips and the feathers fly, 
Down drops the pinions wide; 5 

The robber-chief, with a bitter cry, 
Falls headlong in the tide! 


They bear him off with laugh and shout; 
The wary birds return,— 

From the clove-brown feathers that float about 
The glorious news they learn. 


Then such a tumult fills the place 


As never was sung or said; 


And all ery, wild with Joy, “The base 
Bad Burgomaster’s dead!” 


And the old wives sit with their caps so whit®s 
And their pretty beaks so red, ; 


And swing on the billows:ndscream with de- 
For theBurgomaster’s dead! {light, 


*The Burgomaster or Glau- 
cous Guli is one of the largest of 
the gull family, and inhabits the 
Arctic regions of both the Old 
and the New World. In North 
America this bird is found as far 
south as Long Island sound, 
breeding about the first of June. 
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BIRDS’ NESTS. 


Qn anearly spring morning, 
while yet the sun lingers below 
the blushing horizon, our song- 
sters, in their native wilds, are 
seen flitting by, here and there, 
and appear as if everything is 
busy with them. Indeed every- 
thing is, for they are building up 
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THAR AMBRIGAN KRAGEHEK. 


: EEBRCES a fierce gray bird with a befding 
- beak, 
With an angry eye and a Startling shriek, 
That nurses her brood where the cliff- 
flowers blow; 
On the precipice top, in perpetual snow; 
That sits where the air is shrill and bleak, 
On the splintered point of a shivered peak, 
Bald-headed and striped,—like a yulture torn 
In wind and strife — her feathers worn, 
And ruffed and staimed, while loose and bright 
Round her serpent-neck, that is writhing and 
bare, 
_Is a crimson collar of gleaming hair, 
Like the crest of a warrior, thinned in fight, 
And shorn and bristling: See her! where 
She sits, in the glow of the sun-bright air, 
With wing half-poised and talons bleeding, 
And kindling eye, as if her prey 
Had suddenly been snatched away, 
Above the dark torrents, above the bright 
stream 
The voice may be heard 
Of the thunderer’s bird 
Calling out to her god in a clear, wild scream, 
As she mounts to his throne, and unfolds in 
his beam ; 
While her young are laid out in his rich,red blaze 
And their winglets are fledged in his hottest rays 


stare 


his 


mt 


Sek 


aR. Proud bird of the cliff! where the barren yew 
Sere springs, 

arte Where the sunshine stays, and the wind harp 
MG. sings, 

sone She sits unapproachable, pluming her wings.— 
She screams! she’s away! o’er hilltop and flood, 
SF Over valley and rock, over mountain and wood, 
eZ That bird is abroad in the van of her brood ! 
LOS *Tis the bird of our banner, the free bird that 
ng braves 
Eola When the battle is there, all the wrath of the 
liye waves: 

we , That dips her pinions in the sun’s first gush; 
ay Drinks his meridian blaze, his farewell flush ; 
ae Sits amid stirring stars, and bends her beak, 
ae Like the slipper falcon, when her piercing 
ses shriek 

bs 


Tells that she stoops upon her cleaying wing. 

To drink at some new victim’s clear, red spring. 

That monarch bird! she slumbers in the night 

Upon the lofty air-peak’s utmost height; 

Or sleeps upon the wing, amid the ray 

Of steady cloudless, everlasting day :— 

Rides with the thunderer, in his blazing march, 

And pears his lightnings o’er yon boundless 
arch; 

Soars wheeling through the storm, and screams 
away, 

Where the young pinions of the morning play; 

Broods with her arrows in the hurricane; ~ 

Bears her green laurel o’er the starry plain, 

And sails around the skies, and o’er the rolling 


of X7 
a 


deeps, 
With still unwearied wings, and eye that never 
sleeps. —Neal. 
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EDITORIALS. 


Advertisements and exchanges received too 
late for the September number will appear in 
our next issue. 


We believe that this paper should he 
in the home of every collecting oologist 
throughout the United States and Can- 
ada. In order to increase our bumber 
of subscribers we make you the follow- 
ing offer: To any one who will send a 
first-class side-blown egg worth 25c. or 
‘over we will send you this paper FBEE. 


TWO IN THE BUSH.” 


Readers of the OoLoais1’s ADVER- 
TIsER, before criticising us too much 
you must remember that we are in our 
infaney—this is only our second num- 
ber. This paper may be compared to a 
very late-hatched bird. Owing to the 
fact that the egg had been handled, the 
parent bird has forsaken the nest, aud 
being anxious to have it hatched it was 
thought best to use artificial heat. So 
here we are, small at first, as is usually 
the case, unsightly to some and with 
mouth always open to receive good 
food. It will require kind care and at- 
tention to enable us to withstand the 


cold and wintry blasts, and we hope no” 


- All adverti-ements and exchange notice : . 
im S| advanced oologist will come, and, find- 


must be in our hands, to insure insertion, by 


the 20th of the month previous to our next ing only a young bird in the nest, try 


publization. 


WE will send a copy of THR OOLo- 
Gist’s ADVERTISER free to any editor 
or publisher who will give it a notice 
and send us a copy of the same. 


We are in receipt of the “Stormy 
Petrel,’’ a monthly, published by M. 
Smith & Co., Mendota, Ill. It will pay 
you to peruse it. See advertisement on 
another page. 


Tue collecting season is now Over, 
and it is now time to sell or exchange 
your surplus stock. ‘So send in your 
ads. at once in order that they may ap_ 
pear in our next issue. 


to destroy its life. But let him act the 
| part of the good Samaritan, watch over 
us, and, dropping in a crumb now and 
then, give new life to the youthful bird. 
It will require a hard struggle to get 
along. But if we can only have the lit- 


tle scraps of nourishment that we so 
young require from the hands of those 
‘vho are used to caring fo: such, we 
will use our feeble efforts to sustain a 
|livelihood so that we may soon be able 
to become a full-fledged bird, and, tak- 
| ing the wings of the morning, go to the 
utmost parts of 
oology to a civilized world, so that nat- 
uralists may know more about the 
winged songsters and the good they 
have done by helping lay the foundation 
lof the monthly OoLoGisr’s ADVER- 
TISER. 


the earth and proclaim — 


_ 


THE OOLOGIST’S ADVERTISER. 


THE GULL FAMILY. 


Written for the Oologist’s Advertiser. 


Of all studies in natural history the 
study of birds, their nests and eggs, are 
to me the most interesting. 

There are no less than twenty distinct 
species of the sea gull, in or about the 
coast of North America, of which the 
Glaucous or Burgomaster Gull is the 
largest. This species is often very cruel 
and daring. It attacks the smaller 
birds and robs them of their young. It 
also hovers around fishing-boats for the 
purpose of devouring the carrion which 
may be thrown overboard. 


The hunter will generally spare a} 


flock of other sea-birds, if he thinks he 
can by doing so get a shot at the Bur- 
gomaster. This species builds its nest 
about the first of June or the latter part 
of May, in which two oval-shaped eggs 
are deposited of a dark grayish-brown 
color, marked with patches of light- 
brown and brownish-black. 


At certain places along the coast of 
Labrador and the United States flocks 


of these birds mty be seen watching 


intently with their dark, wild eyes the 
fish as they rise near the surface of the 
water, and the moment one can be 
reached, a gull with a quick movement 
dashes into the water and drives its 
long bill into its prey. 

The flesh of the gull is very rank, as 
they live chiefly on fish, and this gives 
it a coarse, oily taste that can only be 
rélished by the poorest of fishermen. 

The ring-billed gull is another com- 
mon specie, although it is not as large 
as the burgomaster. I once heard a 


friend of mine tell of a certain island 
near the coast of Maine which is coy- 


Vered annually with the nests of these 


birds. 

Another very noisy but handsome 
species is the kitti-wake gull, which 
builds its nest about the first of June 
on rocky cliffs overhanging some body 
of water. Some of the nests are com- 
posed of grasses and sea-weeds, while 
others are simply a depression in the 
soil. ; 

The eggs are two, and sometimes 
three in number and have a ground 
color of brownish-gray, marked irregu- 
larly with spots of lilac or chocolate 
brown. A set of two eggs in my Cabi- 
net measure respectively 2.25x1.59 and 
2,281.62. 


There are many other species of gulls 
too numerous to mention, among some 
of the most common being the Mew, 
Laughing, Western, Skua and Herring 
gull, all of which have the same general 
habits. Their eggs vary in size and 
shape according to the size of the birds. 
The value of gulls’ eggs are listed by 
dealers anywhere from twenty cents up 
to three dollars each. They are all 
handsome, and make a show in any 
cabinet. , 


All the gulls above described, togeth- 
er with many others, congregate in vast 
numbers each year, generally on some 
cliff or on some island surrounded by 
inland waters. Here at these rookeries 
they are visited annually by egg col- 
lectors and sailors for the purpose of 
collecting eggs for dealers or themselves. 
The noise made by these birds is often 
very great, as they are sometimes heard 
for miles out to sea. 


Although the amount of eggs de- 
stroyed and collected each year by oolo- 
gists is great, yet instead of the num 
ber of birds decreasing they are multi 
plying year by year. Xienileu ee 
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THE BURGOMASTER GULL. 


BY CELIA THAXTER. 


The old-wives sit on the heaving brine, 
White-breasted in the sun, 

Preening an@ smoothing their feathers fine, 
And scolding every one. 


The snowy kittiwakes overhead, 
With beautiful beaks of gold, 

And wings of delicate gray outspread, \ 
Float listening while they scold. 


And a foolish guillemot swimming by 
Though heavy and clumsy and dull, 

Joins in with a will when he hears the ery 
*>Gainst the Burgomaster Gull. 


For every sea-bird, far and near, 
With an atom of brains in its skull, 
Knows plenty of reason for hate and fear 
Of the Burgomaster Gull. 


The black duck gather, with plumes so rich, 
And the coots In twinkling lines, 

And the swift and slender water witch, 
Whose neck like silver shines. 


Big eider ducks, with their caps pale green 
And their salmon-colored vests, 

And gay mergansers, sailing between, 
With their long and glittering crests. 

But the loon aloof on the outer edge 
Of the noisy meeting keeps, 

And laughs to watch them behind the tedge 
Where the lazy breakers Sweep. 


They scream and wheel, and dive and fret, 
And flutter in the foam, 

And fish aud mussels blue they get — 
To feed their young at home. 

Till, hurrying in, the little auk 
Brings tidings that benumbs, 

And stops at once their clamorous talk-— 
“The Burgomaster comes !” 


And up he sailed ,a splendid sight, 
With “wings like banuers”’ wide, 

And eager eyes, both big and bright, 
That peep on every side. 


A lovely kittiwake flying past, 
With a slippery pollock fine, 

Quoth the Burgomaster, ‘‘ not so fast, 
My beauty! This is mine! 


His strong wing strikes with a dizzying shock, 


Poor kittiwake, shrieking, flies; 
His booty he takes to the nearest rock, 
To devour it at his ease. 


The scared birds scatter to left and right, 
But the bold buceaneer in his glee, 


ee 


{fright 
Cares little enough for their woe and their 
“<°T wall be your turn next,” cries he. 


He sees not hidden behind the rock, 
In the sea-weed a small boat’s hull, [flock 
Nor dreams he the gunners have spared the 
For the Burgomaster Gull. 


So proudly his dusky wings are spread, 
And he launches out on the breeze,-- 
When lo! what thunder of wrath and dread ! 
What deadly pangs are these ! 


The read blood drips and the feathers fly, 
Down drops the pinions wide : 

The robber-chief, with a bitter cry 
Falls headlong in the tide. 


They bear him off with laugh and shout; 
The wary birdsreturn,-- 

From the clove-brown feathers that float about 
The glorious news they learn. 


Then such a tumult filis the place 
AS never was sung or Said; 

And all ery, wild with joy, ‘“‘ The base, 
Bad Burgomaster’s dead !”? 


And the old-wives sit with their caps so white, 
Ang their pretty beaks so red, flight, 
And swing on the billows and scream with de- 
For the Burgomaster’s dead ! 


TITBITS FROM OUR SCRAP BOOK. 


The Pied Billed Grebe is often called 
Water-witch, Devil-diver and Dipper. 

The Old Wife is a name sometimes 
given to the long-tailed duck. It is also 
called South Southerly and Old squaw. 

The Nanakin was a genus of South 
Ameri::an birds with crests upon the 
head and of brilliant plumage. 

The Dodo, now extivet, was 2 large 
clumsy bird which existed in Madagas- 
car and the Mauritius Islands. It had 
short wings like those of the ostrich 
buta shorter neck and more clumsy 
form. 

The Knot is a bird of the Snipe fam- 
ily found in the northern regions of 
America and Europe, and, whea fat, 
constituting a delicate article of food. 
The name is said to be derived from 
that of Kiug Canute, this bird being a 
favorite article of food with him. 

The Rhea or Touyou, a bird belong- 
ing to the Ostrich family, is of a white- 
oray color and remarkable for its swift- 
ness inrunnivg. Itisanative of Bra- 
zil. 
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Think of your woods and orchards without birds! 
__ Of empty nests that cling to boughs and beams 
~ As in an idiot’s brain remembered words 

_ Hang empty ’mid the cobwebs of his brains! 
Will bleat of flocks or bellowing of heards 

_ Make up for the lost music, when your teams 
_ Drag home the stingy harvest, and no more 

The feathered gleaners follow to your door? — 


_ HERE WE ARE AGAIN AND SO IS OCTOBER. 
ees are shedding oad russet garb. Yellow autumn mas come. The green grass 


til eather spring shall warm the bosom of Rombenne nature. Sad and 
re the forest walks. The feathered tribe plumes their wings for their journey to a 
ial clime, | and oe not to witness the utter See a of their favorite haunts. 


ed evening, with its grave reflections and melancholy tae oantone, 
night of winter upon the world.—Ed. 


mE EAGLE. CHAS. K. REED, 


Ee sist 4 


262 Main Street, 


WORCESTER, - - MASS. 


TAXIDERMIST 


and dealer in Naturalists Supplies, Shells, Bird 
Skins and Eggs, Man’f’r of the Finest Egg Drills 
ever made, best of steel, engraved handle, nickle 
plated. Embryo hooks and blow pipes the same, 
making a fine set, sent post-paid on receipt of 65¢. 
Will allow good exchange for eggs in sets, first- 
jclass with fulldata,. 

Send stamps for illustrated catalogue of Supplies 

or price-list of Skins and Eggs. 
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32 calibre rim fire, 20 inch barrel, skeleton 
_stock and in good condition; “a light, serviceable | 
gun; cost new, $17.00, will send by express, pre-— 
paid for only $0. 00; or C.O, D. rivilege of examina- | 
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The Oologist’s Advertiser 


Devoted to the Study of our Native Birds. 


JOHN JAMES AUDUBON. | and he again resumed his gun and game bag, 


his pencils and drawing book, and plunged 
out into the sombre recesses of the back- 
woods. 


John James Avdubon, afamous naturalist, 
was born in the year 1781 in Louisiana, 
where his parents, who were French Protes- 
tants, had taken up their residence while it 
was yet a Spanish Colony. 

From his early years he showed a marked 
interest in observing the habits and appear- 
ances of birds, and drawing sketches of them 
from nature. At the age of fifteen he was 
sent to Paris, where he remained for about 
two years engaged somewhat in studying. 
On returning to America his father estab- 
lished him on a plantation in Pennsylvania, 
and he soon after married. But nothing 
could dampen his ardor for natural history. 
For fifteen years he explored the depths of 
the forests of America in long and hazardous 
expeditions, far from his family and home. 
In these excursions he acquired the facility 
of making those spirited drawings of birds 
that gives such value to his magnificent 
work, ‘‘The kirds of America.’’ He after- 
wards removed with his family to the village 
of Henderson on the banks of the Ohio, 
where he continued his studies in natural 
history for several years, and at length set 
out for Philadelphia with a port-folio con- 
taining two hundred sheets filled with col- 
ored delineations of about one thousand 
birds. ° 

Business obliged him to quit Philadelphia 
for some weeks, and he deposited his_port- 
folio in the warehouse ofa friend; but to 
his intense dismay he found, on his return, 
that the precious fruits of his labors and 
wanderings had been totally destroyed by 
rats. The shock threw him into a fever 
that nearly proved fatal, but his native 
energy returned with his increasing health, 


In about three years he had again filled 
his port folio, and then rejoined his family, 
who hadin the meantime, gone to Louisi- 
ana. After a short sojourn there he set out 
for the Old World to exhibit to the ornitholo- 
gists of Europe the riches of America in 
that department of natural history. 


He arrived at Liverpool in 1826, where 
his works were immediatley recognized, and 
he met with great success. He at last de- 
cided to publish a work on the Birds of 
America, the first volume of which was pub- 
lished in New York at the end of the year 
1830. During the preparation and publica- 
tion of his great work, Audubon made sever- 
al excursions from Great Britain. In the 
Summer of 1828 he visited Paris, where he 
made the acquaintance of Cuvier, Humboldt 
and other celebrated naturalists, and re- 
ceived from them every mark of honor and 
esteem. 


In 1839 Audubon bade a final adieu to 
Europe and returning to his native country, 
he published ina more popular form, his 
Birds of America. The whole consists of 
435 colored plates containing 1055 figures 
of birds the size of life. It is a masterly 
work and is to be praised for the neat man- 
ner in which each page is arranged. 

In conversation Audubon was animated 
and instructive, his manner unassuming, 
and he always spoke with gratitude to 
Heaven for the life he had been permitted 
to enjoy. He died after ashort illness in 
his own residence on the bank of the Hud- 
son in the seventieth year of his life, Jan. 27, 


1851. 
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The Oologist’s Advertiser. 


A Monthly Magazine devoted tothe study of 
Birds, their Nests and Eggs. 


CHARLES H. PRINCE, 
Editor and Publisher, Danielsonville, Conn. 


Un See 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 


Single Subscriptions, E 2 5 z Seeaige: 


Foreign Subs. - - - - 12cts extra. 


Single Copies, - - - - 2c each. 
ADVERTISING RATES: 

One pige, one insertion, - - $3 00 

One Column, one insertion, - - - I 60 

Half Coiumn, one insertion, - - - So 

One Inch, one insertion, - - - 25 


ist and Last Page, ene insertion, 50 cts per inch. 


Write for special rates on standing advertise- 
ments. 


Articles and items of interest to the student of 
birds will be thankfully received. 


#i@=Address all communications to the Editor 
and Publisher. 


EDITORIALS. 


Advertisements and exchanges received too 
late for this number will appear in our next issue. 


All advertisements and exchange notices must 
be in our hands, to insure insertion, by the 2oth of 
the month previous to our next publication. 

We will send a copy of THE OOLOGIST’s 
ADVERTISER free to any editor or publisher 
who will give ita notice and send us a 
marked copy of the same. 


To any one who will send us a first-class 
side-blown egg worth 25c. or over we will 
send this paper FREE. 


Chas. K. Reed, No. 262 Main St., Worces- 
ter Mass, sends us a very full and complete 
Catalogue with price lists of Skins and 
Eggs, together with Taxidermists tools and 
Naturalists’ supplies. 


If you have received sample copies of 
this paper before, it is because we wish your 
name on our regular subscription list; we 
work for your interests for only 15 cts. a 


year. Think of it. Could you expect any more 
of us. If youthink it is cheap, send us the 
15 cts. now. 


If congratulations and flattering testi- 
monials with good wishes, from advanced 
and experienced collectors have any thing 
to do with sustaining the life of a young 
paper, we have come to stay. 


From an Oologist and Reporter for the 
‘‘Norwich Bulletin:”’ 

The September issue of The Oologist’s 
Advertiser has made its appearance. It is 
a newspaper edited and published by C. H. 
Prince of this place in the interests of Oolo- 
gists, and if future numbers maintain the 
same appearance, it will be an interesting 
paper to all collectors. 


Eagle Harbor, N. Y., Sept. 6th,Dear Sir; 
I received your Oologist’s Advertiser and 
think it a very nice paper.—N. B. 


ave you seen CE. Pimcesss anew 
monthly just issued — the OoLocisr’s AD- 
VERTISER? It is a well-edited paper, full of 
valuable information and interesting read- 
ing. No one should fail to obtain a copy 
of Mr Prince’s valuable work. ‘The editor 
is a young man of fine ability, and we be- 
lieve he will make his enterprise a success. — 
Windham County Standard. 


The American Naturalist Published by 
Ferris Bros., Knickerbocker building, S. W. 
corner Sixth and Arch St’s, Phil., Pa., and 
edited by Profs. E. D. Cope and J. S. Kings- 
ley is a monthly journal in its 24 year. It 
is devoted to the natural sciences in their 
widest sense and is the medium for Stu- 
dents, Teachers, Professors and all kind of 


experiments in any department of science or 
art. 


We are sorry to say that a typographical 
error occurred in H. E. Pendry’s adv. (Sept. 
No.) on last page of cover, which should 
have read, Eggs to exchange at 3-4 rates, 
instead of 1-4. Try us again Bro. Pendry, 
we are young yet but experience makes 
perfect. Will look out for the printers’ devil 
next time. 
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THE OSTRICH. 


Written for the Oologist’s Advertiser. 


The ostrich is the largest of living birds, 
being often eight feet in height. The largest 
and most valuable are found in southern 
Africa. They are driven down by hundreds, 
from the interior of the continent, to the 
large ostrich farms which are near the 
southern coast of Africa. As with other 
birds and animals the ostrich is fast disap- 
pearing before the persecution of man. 

The males are of a glossy black color, 
with the exception of the loose feathers of 
the wings and tail which are white, and are 
the ones most chiefly used by ladies for hat 
plumes. The females are of a brownish 
gray color, and their feathers are less valu- 
able than thuse of the male brids. 

The head and neck are nearly bare, and 
the feathers of the body are so loose that 
the air can pass freely through them, and at 
the same time shield it from the intense 
heat of the sun. 

The eyesight and hearing of the ostrich 
are very sharp, and as they are very swift 
they are hard to catch, often outrunning the 
fastest horse. They cannot fly but use their 
wings in running, and sometimes go at the 
rate of thirty miles an hour. 

They live chiefly on fruits, grain, leaves, 
snails, insects, and swallowa great many 
stones to aid in digestion, and have been 
known to gulp down pieces of iron, glass, 
leather and other hard substances. An 
ostrich kept in a menagerie once swallowed 
some copper coins, and a piece of a parasol 
handle, but they proved two much for its 
stomach and the bird died. 

The ostrich is sometimes very stupid and 
the Arabs have the proverb, “As stupid as 
an Ostrich.’’ Itis said that when one of these 
great birds is hard-pressed by the hunter, 
it will thrust its head into the sand, and im- 
agine that it cannot be seen, and it is also 
stated that it will beara man on its back. 
These facts however are but traditions, as 


| the bird does not hide from danger but is 
ready fora fight, and they are seldom, if 
ever sed for riding because it has a very 
weak back. Its strength lies chiefly in its 
breast and feet. 

The Bushmen of South America catch 
them in a very singular manner. They 
cover their bodies with the skin of an 
ostrich, and by acting like one, get near 
enough to the foolish birds to shoot them 
with poisoned arrows. 


Many of these birds are now kept on farms 
at the Cape of Good Hope for the purpose 
of obtaining their feathers. The fields in 
which they are kept are sowed with grass 
and this forms their chief food. 


The South American Ostrich differs from 
the real ostrich, though its general shape is 
nearly the same, it is only about half as 
large, has no tail feathers and has three 
toes while the African ostrich has two. 
In South America they are called the Nan- 
du. They are very swift, but are ridden 
down by men on horse back, and caught 
with the lasso or bolas. 


About ten years ago the Ostrich Farming 
was first introduced into America, the first 
season here was a failure but since then it 
has greatly developed, and it is now a profit- 
able business. 


This bird makes its nest in the sand by 
scooping out ahole some six feet in diameter 
in which they lay from ten to twenty eggs. 
The eggs are very large some being 14 1-2 
by 15 7-8 inches, and hold as much as two 
dozen hens eggs. They are much sought 
after by collectors, and good prices are ob- 
tained for them. Unlike other eggs they 
have to be hung up and cured before they 
are ready for market. It is really a wonder 
there are any ostriches left in the world, 
because they never take care of their eggs, 
but just bury them in the sand of the 
desert and leave them to luck and tobe 
hatched out by the sun. It must be lone- 
some and somewhat surprising for an ostrich 
to come out of its shell and confront a 
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strange world without the aid of father or 
mother. But they do it, and are no sooner 
hatched than they go on foraging expeditions: 
Their feathers are first plucked when they 
are eight months old, but are not then worth 
much. They are afterwards plucked twice 
a year, each time growing more beautiful as 
the bird grows older. 
E. C. JACKSON. 


A STRANGE BIRD. 


Written for the Oologist’s Advertiser. 


The Water Ousel, sometimes called the 
Velvet Runner is the strangest of all strange 
birds. Itis quite fond of fishing. It is 
about eleven inches in length, of an olive- 
brown color, marked with black above and 
a bluish ash color beneath. They are very 
shy and wary and when in danger run with 
great swiftness, and very seldom use their 
wings as a means of escape. 

The natural summer home of the Ousel 
is found way up the mountain sides, where 
many streams find their way through deep 
canons, and are very seldom found except 
by ardent sportsmen or naturalists. 

The nests are generally built under some 
overhanging bank or waterfall, where it is 
necessary to go under water to reach it. 
The bird hasa peculiar bobbing motion as 
if continually bowing and is very much like 
the snipe or tip-up. They also have a 
peculiar and strange habit of appearing to 
commit suicide. They will slowly wade 
down into the water until they disappear 
and if the water is clear you may see 
them clinging to the bottom in search of 
periwinkles on which they feed. 

FRED G—. 


THE PENGUIN. 


The Penguin is a genus of birds very much 
resembling the Auks. They inhabit the 
south seas, from the equator to the anarctic 
circle. They feed on fish, swim very swiftly. 


and seldom fly. They walk with the body 
erect, and cackle like Geese. They are for- 
tified against cold by an abundance of fat, 
and build their nests on lonely islands, in 
company with the Albatross. The Crested 
Penguin is of a black color, and inhabits 
the Falkland Islands. 


THE GOAT SUCKER—is a name gen- 
erally given to a genus of solitary birds, 
preying on insects by night. They have 
wide mouths and large ears and eyes like 
those of the owl, and their name is said to 
be derived from the erroneous notion that 
they are accustomed to suck the milk of the 
goat. The most remarkable species are the 
Night Hawk, Whip-poor-will and Chuck- 
will’s- widow of America and the Night Jar 
or Fern Owl of Europe. | 


We want the 2000 readers of this little 
paper to bear in mind that it is our desire 
and aim to make this a first-class publica- 
tion, and with your assistance we can do it. 
We 
are thankful for small favors, even 15 cts 
for a year’s subscription will help us. Items 
of interest wouldn’t be amiss. —Ed. ; 


BIRDS. 
1 love to see the little goldfinch pluck 
The groundsel’s feathered seed, and twit and twit, 
And, soon in bower of apple blosoms perched, 
Trim his gay suit, and pay us witha song. 
I would not hold him prisoner for the world. 
The chimney haunting swallow, too my eye 
And ear well pleases. 1 delight to see 
How suddenly he skims the glassy pool, 
How quaintly dips, and with a bullet’s speed 
Whisks by. I love to be awake, and hear 
His morning song twittered to dawning day. 
But most of all, it wins my admiration : 
To view the structure of this little work, 
A bird’s nest. Markit well, within, without, 
No tool had he that wrought, no knife tocut, 
No nail to fix, no bodkin to insert, 
No glue to join ; his little beak was all, 
And yet how neatly finished ! What nice hand, 
With every implement and means of art, 
And twenty years apprenticeship to boot, 
Could make me such another ? 


Will you aid us in our undertaking? 
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the savers Collection of 
Minerals. 


boatains x tols, pet shells, wood and, many fine 
minerals, some rare. A fine 2x2 specimen with 
every 3d order. At one-half price to close out, 17c. 


Be lk. KITTREDGE. 
MILFORD, N. H. 
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For every set of eggs. with data (except 12 and 
22) sent, I will give a receipt for ‘mounting birds in 
a life- like manner without skinning. - Collectors 
please send me your exchange lists. Dealers and 
publishers send catalogues and sample copies. 


J. W. P. SMITHWICK, 


Sans Souci, } N.C. 


Bertie Co., 
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INDIAN MONEY. 


: first known currency 4 among the N.A. Indians, cols 


lected by a trader while among the Alaska indians 
Selected specimens post-paid 5 for 10 cents or 20 
cents per dozen. 


CHAS. TURTON, 


" Los Angeles, Cal. 


TO EXCHANGE. 


A good seven-shot revolver, (cost $4.75), but lit- 
tle used. Willexchange for best offer of Large 
Showy Eggs. Address 


CG. H. PRINGE, 
281 Main St., 


Box 956. 


Danielsonville, Conn. 
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now is, Fook’s and Freeney’s cheap prices for print- 
ing. They are especially prepared to print for 
Naturalists, Data Blanks, Price-lists, Bill Heads, 
Letter Heads, Envelopes, Notices, Cards, Tags, 


ete, Write for prices. 


OOK g FREENEY, 


PITTSVILLE , MARYLAND. * 
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